The ATB Anaerobes ID system (API SYSTEM, La Balme Les Grottes, France) was evaluated for its ability to differentiate between species of the pigmented Bacteroides group. This identification system is based on the degradation of chromogenic substrates in combination with sugar fermentation reactions. The results showed that the ATB system can be useful for differentiation between the 10 pigmented Bacteroides species. However, additional tests may be necessary.
Characterization of bacterial species by using enzymatic reactions has been reported by several authors. Members of the family Actinomycetaceae (3) and the genera Peptococcus (5) , Bacteroides, and Fusobacterium (1), several oral and nonoral gram-negative bacterial species (6) , and oral and nonoral pigmented Bacteroides species (9) have been studied with the API ZYM system (API SYSTEM, La Balme Les Grottes, Montalieu Vercieu, France). The API ZYM system has also been evaluated for its ability to identify clinically encountered anaerobic bacteria (4) . Most ninogenicus strains, two B. denticola strains, and two B. loescheii strains, the remainder of the test strains were additionally identified on the basis of guanine-plus-cytosine contents of the DNAs, as well as DNA homology tests (7, 8, 10) . Strains were grown on Columbia agar plates supplemented with 5% sheep blood, hemin (5 mg/liter), and menadione (1 mg/liter). Strains were grown in 80% N2-10% H2-10% C02 at 37°C. After 3 to 5 days of incubation, cells were harvested with a swab and suspended in 5 ml of sterile distilled water. The suspension was adjusted to a turbidity equal to a McFarland number 4 turbidity standard. To each of the cupules, 135 ,uI of the bacterial suspension was applied. The cupule of the urea test was covered with 2 drops of mineral oil. Strips were then incubated for 4 h in air at 37°C. The strips were read by using the reading scale of the manufacturer (API SYSTEM). To detect indole production, 1 drop of JAMES reagent (API SYSTEM) was applied to cupule 18. Nitrite was detected by adding 1 drop of 0.6% dimethyl-1-naphthylamine in acetic acid. To cupules 20 to 32, 1 drop of ZYM A (Tris, 2.5 g; 37% HCI, 1.1 ml; sodium dodecyl sulfate, 1 g; H20, 10 (10) .
Differentiation between the saccharolytic and asaccharolytic pigmented Bacteroides species was based on fermentation of carbohydrates and, except for B. intermedius, on the production of indole from tryptophan. Among the saccharolytic species, B. intermedius could be identified on the basis of indole production and the lack of ,-galactosidase and N-acetyl-,-glucosaminidase. B. melaninogenicus, B. 
